
Export Guidance: Traveling Out of the Country with Laptops and Other Equipment 

You need to comply with United States export statutes and regulations whenever you take equipment, 



You should not take with you ANY of the following without first obtaining specific advice:  

o Data or information received under an obligation of confidentiality. 
o Data or analyses that result from a project for which there are contractual constraints on the 

dissemination of the research results. 
o Computer software received with restrictions on export to or on access by foreign nationals. 
o Devices or equipment received with restrictions on export to or on access by foreign nationals. 
o Private information about research subjects 
o Devices, systems or software that was specifically designed or modified for military or space 

applications. 
o Classified information 

You should keep in mind and be prepared for the potential that customs inspectors in countries that you 
may visit, and in the United States when you return, may require that you allow them access to inspect 
the devices and equipment you have with you and all of the contents of the computers and storage 
devices. In the United States, the inspectors may take possession of those items for various periods of 
time, and even permanently depending upon the circumstances. The inspectors in other countries might 
do so as well. 
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