
  
    

       

      
      
           

2022 
contemporary
dance 
festival program B 

featuring choreography by undergraduate CSULB dance students 

José Argueta 
Rafael Austria 

Natalie Bojorquez 
Mia Clark & Kylie Kaneshiro 

Kyrea Eubanks & Melissa Valenzuela 
Kevin Holland 

Imran Khan 
Eliza Loran 

Jayde Spiegel 

Martha B. Knoebel Dance Theater 
April 22 & 23 at 8PM 

Streamed Live on April 22 at 8PM 

Concert Director  Keith Johnson & Andrew Vaca 
Technical Coordinator Stephanie Losleben 
Lighting Design Stacy Fireheart 
Costume Design Supervisor & Shop Manager Kelsey Vidic 
Costume Technician  Erika Hansen 
Video Director Gregory R.R. Crosby 
Music Director Don Nichols 



   
   

      
     

    
   
   

Welcome to the Contemporary Dance Festival! 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ARTIST BIOS 
JOSÉ ARGUETA (he/him/his), a queer immigrant from El Salvador, is currently 
finishing his Dance BFA and Psychology BA at CSULB. José has a love for learning 
and aims to become a Clinical Forensic Psychologist to help people in the cognitive 
realms alongside his creative work as a choreographer. Drawing upon his upbringing 
and the knowledge he has acquired from his psychological studies for inspiration, 
José creates realistic and psychologically engaging works. He has choreographed for 
CSULB, CalArts, Pasadena City College, Glendale High School, and various Southern 
California high schools. His choreography has also been featured in festivals such 
as ACDA, NACHMO, HHII Dance Festival, and the LA County Fair. José has danced with 
artists such as Andrew Vaca, Issa Hourani, Alan Perez, Andrea Guise, and Rachel 
Turner, among others. José aspires to continue his work as a choreographer, creating 
more works that are synonymous with his personal life experiences. 

RAFAEL AUSTRIA is a Filipino-American dancer and choreographer who fell 
in love with hip-hop in high school, and later started his formal dance education 
at Cypress College. While obtaining his AA in Dance, Rafael was involved in dance 
competitively and professionally, performing with BeatJerkeez Dance Crew, and Maha 
& Company, for whom he spent three years performing, teaching, and choreographing. 
Since then, his interest in dance has grown and he studies a variety of dance forms 
such as cultural dances, modern dance technique, and social dance, while pursuing 
his BFA in Dance at CSULB. Rafael specializes in movement improvisation and his 
educational focus is on choreography and teaching. Committed to strengthening 
the connection between dance communities, he currently teaches at Melodies Dance 
Theater, Dance 4 Joy Ministries, and for the “Saints” dance team of St. Anthony 
High School. 

At the age of twelve, NATALIE BOJORQUEZ left her extensive gymnastics 
training to pursue her passion for dance. She began training at her local studio, 
joined their competition team, and soon after was accepted into the Los Angeles 
County High School for the Arts. At LACHSA she rigorously trained in concert styles 
such as modern, composition, and ballet. After graduating, she attended Boston 
Conservatory at Berklee. She was fortunate to continue her training at Pasadena City 
College and is eager to graduate from CSULB with a BFA in dance. Natalie has performed 
repertoire ranging from Jiří Kylián to Lester Horton. Alongside her training, she 
currently enjoys teaching the next generation of dancers at Elements Dance Space. 
Natalie is an ambitious artist who equally loves performing, choreographing, and 
teaching within the dance community. 

MIA CLARK is a dancer and choreographer from Newbury Park, California, who 
has trained in dance for over 15 years and is pursuing her Bachelor of Fine Arts 
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 KYREA EUBANKS (she/her) has danced and performed for over seventeen 
years. She began her training in ballet, and later continued her dance 
education in contemporary, jazz, and modern dance forms. Kyrea has nurtured 
her curiosity in both choreography and movement throughout her training. 
In 2017, she performed in Jacob Jonas The Company’s show, To the Sea, 
highlighting Vincent Patterson’s work. She began instructing dance in 2019 
at studios in Orange County, CA. Currently, Kyrea is continuing her education 
as a third-year student at California State University, Long Beach pursuing 
a BFA in Dance and BA in Communication Studies. She hopes to integrate 
creative instructional and nonverbal communication work into her artistic 
and pedagogical pursuits in the future. 

KEVIN HOLLAND (he/him) is a dancer and choreographer born and 
raised in Ventura, CA. Kevin’s passion for movement sparked when he began 
aerial training in 2012, learning how to navigate various apparatus and 
condition the body. After being encouraged to dance in college, he began to 
incorporate both dance and aerial into his training. Kevin’s experience in 
modern and jazz developed during his time dancing at Moorpark College, with 
Beth Megill in Megill & Company, and with Robert Salas in Movement Theater 
Collab. While pursuing dance in college, Kevin has also to taught aerial 
silks, hammock, and trapeze classes to all ages, participated in stunt work 
for a Dixie Consumer Products national commercial, and performed in Terry 
Beeman’s Mental Head Circus in Los Angeles, CA. Kevin is currently attending 
CSULB as a BFA Dance candidate, graduating in Spring 2022. 

KYLIE KANESHIRO is a dancer and choreographer with 15 years of 
dance experience. She started her training at Pacific Ballet Conservatory in 
Orange County where she trained in ballet, contemporary, and lyrical. She 
also was a part of her high school dance team learning jazz, hip hop, and 
modern dance styles. Currently, Kylie is pursuing her BFA in Dance and her 
BA in Dance, Option in Dance Science at California State University, Long 
Beach. During her time at CSULB, she has danced in pieces by Andrew Vaca, 
Raul Cruz, and Kevin Holland. Kylie was also heavily involved at CSULB in 
Nancy Rivera’s work, as she danced in two of her concert pieces, performed in 
her film: Blinding Perceptions, and for Nancy at the Blatinx Dance Festival. 
Kylie’s inspirations for her choreographic process are from the naturally 
occurring relationships in nature and in human behavior, as she seeks to 
understand and show people’s inherent desires. 

IMRAN KHAN (they/them) is a dance artist born in Long Beach, 
California. Starting their artistic journey at Renaissance High School for 
the Arts, they experimented with visual, theater, and musical theater arts, 
until pursuing dance in higher education. They focused on several styles of 
modern dance such as Horton, Limon, release technique, and other forms of 
somatic dance practices, while also training in ballet and jazz technique. 
Imran has worked with choreographers such as Manuel Macias and Erin Rose 
Reynolds in their process-based thesis works, exploring site-specific dance 
and theatrical dance works. Now pursuing a BFA in Dance, Imran incorporates 
their distinct identity and perception of the world into their artistic 
pursuits, wanting to explore the intricacies of being human and trying to 
shine light upon the deeper, hidden aspects of life. 
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CSULB COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
Anne D’Zmura, ACTING DEAN 
Dr. Colleen Dunagan, ACTING ASSOCIATE DEAN 
Johannes Müller Stosch, INTERIM ASSOCIATE DEAN 

CSULB COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
Betsy Cooper, CHAIR 
FACULTY: Tsiambwom M. Akuchu, Rebecca Bryant, Amy Campion, Gregory R.R. Crosby, 
Liz Curtis, Stacy Fireheart, Erika Hansen, Teresa Jankovic, Keith Johnson, 
Lisa Johnson, Lorin Johnson, Dr. Grace Shinhae Jun, David Kim, Renee Kim, 
Sarah Leddy, Rebecca Lemme, Stephanie Losleben, Shyamala Moorty, Dr. Don Nichols, 
Erin Reynolds, Steven Sofia, Sarah Stanley, Pat Taylor, Danzel Thompson-Stout, 
Thomas Tsai, Andrew Vaca, Kelsey Vidic, Gracie Whyte, Dr. Lora Wilson, 
Dr. Brooke Winder, Steve Zee 
STAFF: Gregory R.R. Crosby, Erika Hansen, Stephanie Losleben, Dr. Don Nichols, 
Sylvia Rodriguez-Scholz, Kirsten Sumpter, Kelsey Vidic 
DANCE CLINIC: John Siegel-Head Athletic Trainer, Alexes Freeman 
MUSICIANS: Paul Blackwell, Ron Ciago, Monti Ellison, Tyler Hunt, Satomi 
Kanazawa, Edward Nazarro, Dr. Don Nichols, Ben Rempel, Deanna Watkins, Brian Wood 
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